
 

Summary 
 
During the years of the Great 
Depression, two friends, George and 
Lennie, find companionship as they 
travel the California countryside 
looking for work.  Through their 
experiences as part of the powerless 
working class identified by 
misunderstanding and coldness, they 
learn that friendship and hope are 
foundations for a meaningful life.  

Approved for use in Honors Communication Arts I and Communication Arts I 

AP Connections 
 
John Steinbeck is a highly reputable author who is often 
referenced on AP exams.   

Additional Unit Design Connections 
Coming soon: 
To be completed during future curriculum development 
activities 

A Note on the Text: (The best way to 
evaluate and understand a novel is to personally read 
the book in its entirety.)   
 
This text contains mild profanity associated 
with the uneducated, frustrated migrant 
worker.  It also includes some references to 
prostitution and violence (fighting, abuse, 
and shooting).  With one of the characters 
dealing with a mental disability, readers are 
exposed to the struggles of the disabled.  
Any negative content is associated with the 
development of the central conflict. 

Standards 
 
Course Objectives (Benchmarks) 
Reading:  1.4- The students comprehend a variety of texts. 
Literature:  2.1-The students use literary concepts to interpret and respond to text.   
Writing:  3.2- The students use the writing process. 
 
Possible Skills Taught (Indicators) 
Reading:  
1.4.10- The student generates and responds logically to literal, inferential, evaluative, and critical thinking 
questions before, during, and after reading the text. 
1.4.11- The student uses information from the text to make inferences and draw conclusions. 
Literature: 
2.1.1- The student identifies types of characters and analyzes the development of characters. 
2.1.2- The student analyzes the historical, social and cultural contextual aspects of the setting and their 
influence on characters and events in the story of a literary text.  
2.1.5- The student identifies, analyzes, and evaluates the use of literary devices (specifically allegory, 
symbolism, and archetypal elements) in a text.  
Writing: 
3.2.2- The student generates ideas by using prewriting strategies. 
3.2.3- The student writes successive versions after rereading, adding new information, and reorganizing.   
3.3.9- The student develops the topic in an enlightening and purposeful way. 

Connection to the Curriculum 
 
Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men theme of alienation and loneliness 
is carried out through each of the characters, many of whom are 
disabled in one way or another, the most significant being Lennie 
Small.  However, the relationship between George and Lennie is 
remarkable in that it teaches readers about the value of 
symbiotic relationships.  Although each character has a dream 
that conflicts with the reality of his/her existence, Steinbeck 
conveys to readers the importance of dreams and the benefits of 
human companionship.  Steinbeck’s use of two migrant workers 
not only comments on each character’s position in society but 
also teaches readers about class conflicts and historical aspects 
of the depression era.   

Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck (Published by Penguin Books) 


